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In both the Notice of Allowability mailed June 10, 2005, and the Notice of Allowability 

mailed September 30, 2005, the Examiner indicates: 

None of the cited references or combinations thereof disclose or suggest growing 
nitride grains of the diffusion barrier material in the layer of the diffusion barrier 
material in an environment having a nitrogen content to form a layer of a nitride 
of the diffusion barrier material as required by the presently claimed invention. 
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Applicants concur with the reasons as stated by the Examiner insofar as they comprise a 
summary, and are exemplary and not limiting. However, the independent claims as allowed 
include other and different language than that specified by the Examiner, and the allowed 
dependent claims include other and further features and elements. Accordingly, the scope of the 
claims must be determined from the literal language of each as a whole, as well as equivalents 
thereof. 
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